
Complete Streets Committee        
Meeting Agenda 

 

 

Date: 5pm, Wednesday, 1/22/25 
Location: Lewiston DPW, 103 Adams Avenue 
Committee Officials: Jeremiah Bartlett, Chair (Auburn), Vice Chair (Vacant), Paul 
Josephson, Secretary (Auburn)  

 
 
 Agenda Items         Time 

 
1. Welcome/Check-In/Introductions      5:00-5:15 

2. Approval of October 2024 Meeting Notes     5:15-5:17 

3. Public Comment        5:17-5:20 

4. Discussion on Committee Role in Auburn as Per Ordinance  5:20-5:35 

5. Updates on SS4A        5:35-5:40 

6. Initial Discussion on Northwoods Bikeway (Lewiston)   5:40-5:45 

7. Updates on Continental Mill TMP/Offsites     5:45-5:50 

8. Updates on SLA/RUAC/Casco Bay Trail/Lewiston Lower   5:50-6:00 

9. Updates on Lewiston/Auburn Transportation Plans    6:00-6:10 

10. Updates on Lewiston/Auburn CIP Highlights     6:10-6:20 

11. Discussion on Loring Ave/Sidewalk      6:20-6:25 

12. Discussion on Vice Chair Vacancy (election in April)   6:25-6:30 

13. Other Items (if needed)/Adjourn      6:30  

 

Next Official Scheduled Meeting (April 23, 2025) to be Held in Lewiston, 103 Adams Ave; 
May be meeting in Lewiston on February 26, 2025 if Committee concurs at January meeting.  

 

Meetings the Fourth Wednesday of January, April, June, October at 5 PM for Lewiston/Auburn 

Optional Meetings can be held in other months or Community-Specific 
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Continental Mill and Cedar Street: Working with MaineDOT on TMP, not complete yet, but anticipating 

a right in and right out only near the bridge on Cedar Street, with a new crosswalk and a TBD RRFB. 

Existing crosswalk to remain. East bound left turns off Cedar to Lincoln to be protected (dedicated) left 

turn only lane.  

Main Street Paving and ADA: Bids came in nearly $2,000,000 over budget. Working with MaineDOT for 

additional funding. 

Heads Up Projects (Three): Same situation as Main Street. 

Neighborhood By‐Ways: Lewiston is contemplating trying neighborhood by‐ways in various 

neighborhoods when and where applicable. Examples of potential projects forthcoming. 

Ribbon Trail: Working on design of the “Ribbon Trail” from Oxford to and through Simard Park. 

Continental River Walk Trail: Beginning design phase with anticipated 2026 construction. If all goes 

well. 

SS4A Update: Lewiston has submitted comments and suggested revisions to draft documents. 

Master Transportation Study: Working with Toole Design on potential safety and transportation 

improvements focusing on Inner Lisbon Street, Main Street, and Canal Street. 

 

 

Not necessarily an agenda item but maybe, we’d like to schedule a Lewiston February meeting to 

primarily discuss Canal Street demo and possibly the Lewiston Lower. 

 



Richard S. Whiting, Ward One 
Benjamin J. Weisner, Ward Four 

Belinda A. Gerry, At Large 

Stephen G. Milks, Ward Three 
Adam R. Platz, At Large 

Phillip L. Crowell, Jr., City Manager 

Timothy M. Cowan, Ward Two 
Leroy G. Walker, Sr., Ward Five 

Jeffrey D. Harmon, Mayor 

City Council Resolve 

RESOLVE 7-11042024

IN CITY COUNCIL 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Maine Department of Transportation, pursuant to Public 
Law 21, Chapter 239, established a Rail Use Advisory Council to facilitate discussion, gather 
information, and provide advice regarding the future use of the state-owned section of the St. 
Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad Berlin Subdivision between Auburn and Portland; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn was provided a seat on said Council to provide input on city plans 
and policies relating to the future use of this rail corridor; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Maine acquired this corridor through two purchases, one in 2007 and 
another in 2010, as part of on-going planning for freight and passenger movements between 
the City of Portland and the City of Auburn; and  

WHEREAS, the city has identified south Auburn as a growth area in its most recent 
Comprehensive Plan and multi-modal use of this corridor, including for active transportation, 
would increase its attractiveness for residential and commercial investment; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn previously supported a “rail with trail” recommendation; and 

WHEREAS, the “rail with trail” option is no longer an available policy option, and the legislature 
will consider a recommendation of rail, trail, or interim trail; and 

WHEREAS, the establishment of an “interim trail’ along this corridor is integral to the 
establishment of the Casco Bay Trail; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Auburn City Council supports an “interim trail” 
recommendation from the Rail Use Advisory Council and the expedited advancement of any 
necessary planning and design work to implement that recommendation between the city of 
Portland, and the city of Auburn as part of the Casco Bay Trail. 

Postponed on 11/4/24, workshopped 
12/2/24, passed 6-1 (Gerry) on 12/16/24.
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Timothy M. Cowan, Ward Two 
Leroy G. Walker, Sr., Ward Five 

Jeffrey D. Harmon, Mayor 

City Council Resolve 

RESOLVE 8-12162024

NOW, THEREFORE, the Auburn City Council hereby approves and ratifies: 

1. All Actions of the city manager necessary to apply for, complete, and receive a
$1,000,000 HUD Section 108 Loan Guarantee; and

2. Upon successful receipt of the same, use the proceeds of the loan for the
redevelopment of city owned property located at 121 Mill St.

3. The city manager is hereby authorized to execute, deliver and carry out all necessary
and reasonable actions required to carry out and give effect to the transaction
contemplated within this resolution.

4. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

Passed 6-1 (Walker), 12/16/24.
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132nd MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2025

Legislative Document No. 30

S.P. 47 In Senate, January 8, 2025

Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation to Implement 
the Recommendations of the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory 
Council Regarding the Rail Line from Portland to Yarmouth

Submitted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to Joint Rule 204.
Received by the Secretary of the Senate on January 6, 2025.  Referred to the Committee on 

Transportation pursuant to Joint Rule 308.2 and ordered printed.

DAREK M. GRANT
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by President DAUGHTRY of Cumberland.
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1 Preamble.  Whereas, the State Railroad Preservation and Assistance Act requires 
2 the Department of Transportation to seek legislative approval for any conversion of a 
3 state-owned rail corridor in which the department controls the right-of-way to a nonrail 
4 recreational or nonrecreational transportation use; and

5 Whereas, Public Law 2021, chapter 239 enacted the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
6 23, section 75, which gives the Commissioner of Transportation the authority to establish 
7 a rail corridor use advisory council upon petition of one or more governmental entities; and

8 Whereas, the Department of Transportation received letters of support from all 
9 communities along the section of the state-owned rail corridor known as the Berlin 

10 Subdivision from the City of Portland to the town line between the City of Auburn and the 
11 Town of New Gloucester requesting the formation of a rail corridor use advisory council; 
12 and

13 Whereas, the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council convened and met for 9 
14 months in 2022 and early 2023; and

15 Whereas, the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council voted to recommend the 
16 interim conversion of the existing railroad track to a gravel, stone dust or paved bicycle and 
17 pedestrian trail; and

18 Whereas, the State Railroad Preservation and Assistance Act further requires that, 
19 once the Commissioner of Transportation receives a report from a rail corridor use advisory 
20 council that includes a recommendation of track removal or other change for interim 
21 nonrail use and the commissioner concurs with that recommendation, the commissioner 
22 seek legislative approval of the recommendation by submitting legislation to the joint 
23 standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters prior 
24 to the track removal or other change for interim nonrail use; and

25 Whereas, any track removal or other change for nonrail use is considered interim in 
26 nature and rail corridors are to be preserved for future rail use as provided under the State 
27 Railroad Preservation and Assistance Act; now, therefore, be it

28 Sec. 1.  Trail construction on Berlin Subdivision. Resolved: That, based on the 
29 majority recommendation of the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council and 
30 pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 7107, the Department of 
31 Transportation shall, subject to available funding resources, permitting and municipal 
32 agreements, remove 9.95 miles of state-owned inactive existing railroad track along the 
33 section known as the Berlin Subdivision between the City of Portland, from a point north 
34 of the swing bridge at Back Cove in Portland at or near mile marker 1.7, and Royal River 
35 Park on East Elm Street in the Town of Yarmouth, located at or near rail mile marker 11.65, 
36 and replace the track with an interim bicycle and pedestrian trail surfaced with pavement 
37 or gravel or stone dust on the existing rail bed.

38 SUMMARY
39 This resolve directs the Department of Transportation, subject to available funding 
40 resources, permitting and municipal agreements, to remove state-owned inactive existing 
41 railroad track along the section known as the Berlin Subdivision between the City of 
42 Portland and Royal River Park on East Elm Street in the Town of Yarmouth and to replace 

39
40
41
42
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43 the track with an interim bicycle and pedestrian trail surfaced with pavement or gravel or 
44 stone dust on the existing rail bed.
1
2
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